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Open Educational Resources (OER)
Affordable & Accessible Materials for Students
· Why OER?
Using OER ensures all students have access to their course materials on the first day of class, regardless of their finances. Research has shown that the use of OER can improve course grades and reduce D, F, W grades for all students (Colvard, et al., 2018)

· What are OER?
OER can be open access textbooks and other readings, but they can also be:
· Videos
· Simulations & animations
· Problem sets
· Quizzes & tests
· Slides & lectures

· How can OER be used?
OER usage is associated with the 5 Rs
Reuse: Use the resource as it currently exists.
Remix: Combine two or more OER to meet your learning outcomes.
Revise: Adapt, modify, and improve the resource to fit your needs.
Retain: Make, own, and control your own copies of your content.
Redistribute: Share what you’ve created or how you’ve used materials.

· How to find OER?
Use available filters and consider implementing an evaluation criterion that looks at comprehensiveness, content accuracy, relevance and longevity, clarity, consistency, etc. A few great places to start your search for OER are:
· Open Access & Open Education Resources 
· Open Textbooks Library 
· OpenStax 
· MERLOT 
· OER Commons 
For more information on how to start using OER in your classrooms reach out to Kala Dunn (kd97@mailbox.sc.edu) or check out our OER Guide (guides.library.sc.edu/OER)
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